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Q: Where in an article do I find 
information about data availability?

A: In footnotes, methods, 
data availability statements, or
other parts of a paper.



Q: What is a data availability
statement?

A: It is a disctinct section of an 
article indicating, expectedly, the
availability of data.



Q: Where should I put information
about data availability?

A: In footnote,  methods,
data availability statement





Q: Is it always called the data
availability statement?

A: No, sometimes it is called
„data access“, „availability of
data and materials“, or similar.





Q: Are the data underlying
the article available?

A: Data are available
upon reasonable request.





Q: But are the data really available?

A: Research shows that data
available upon request are difficult
and sometimes impossible to
obtain.





“Several experts found problematic data in the 
published phase 1/2 results. We have made 

multiple independent requests for access to the 
raw dataset, but these were never answered.”



Q: How should a data availability
statement look like?

A: Indicate where data has been
stored openly. Or, if restrictions
apply, indicate how it can be
accessed and used.





Q: How should I cite data I reused?

A: Reference data in footnote, 
methods, reference list.



Cousijn, H., Kenall, A., Ganley, E. et al. A data citation roadmap for scientific publishers. Sci Data 5, 180259 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1038/sdata.2018.259



Q: How does a data citation look
like?

A: Like an article citation…
…with a few things to consider.



Yannic G, Pellissier L, Dubey S (2012) Data from: Multiple barriers explain the

phylogeography of the Valais shrew. Dryad Digital Repository. 

https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.2jj36325

Autor(s)
Publication year

Title

+ optional:

• Type of resource

• Version

Repository

Identifier (typically Digital 
Object Identifier = DOI)

Property as dataset

https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.2jj36325


Q: Should I cite my own data the
same way?

A: Yes. Cite it, as you would other
publications of yours.



Q: What is the benefit of citing
datasets?

A: It increases findability and thus
reuse. It also recognizes the data
contributors by allowing citation
analysis.



Q: What is your connection to the topic?

A: I am project leader Open Data and 
Research Data Management at the QUEST 
Center of the Berlin Institute of Health.

I consult Charité researchers on research
data management and offer related
courses.
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