
In brief: Licenses 

Every member of Humboldt-Universität zu 

Berlin is free to decide whether and if so which 

license is appropriate for his/her research 

data. However, patents and rights of third 

parties should not be infringed. For the 

licensing of research data, we recommend - in 

accordance with many German and 

international research funders and the Open 

Access Declaration of the Humboldt-

Universität zu Berlin - the use of open licenses 

(for example CC0, CC BY; GNU General Public 

License, MIT License, etc.). 

Creative Commons: 

The assignment of a Creative Commons 

license has - with the exception of CC0 (waiver 

of copyright/public domain) - no influence on 

your copyright. However, it offers the 

possibility to assign user rights for your 

research data in a simple and standardized 

way. You have the choice between different 

license levels. Keep in mind: A license free 

work is not the same as a free licensed work. 

Please note that the use of Creative Commons 

licenses is not recommended for software (see 

software licenses) or data bases (an 

alternative could be ODbl). Please choose a 

specialized license for these types of research 

data. 

Older research material might have already 

entered public domain (copyright expired). 

This depends on national legislation! 

The Creative Commons conditions: 

 Attribution (BY) 

 ShareAlike (SA) 

 NonCommercial (NC) 

 NoDerivatives (ND) 

 Public Domain (CC0) 

 Public Domain Mark 

(Copyright expired) 

The different license types: 

 CC BY 

 CC BY-SA 

 CC BY-ND 

 CC BY-NC 

 CC BY-NC-ND 

 CC BY-NC-SA 

 Public Domain (CC0) 

 Public Domain Mark 

Software licenses: 

 MIT License 

 GNU General Public License (GPL) 

 GNU Lesser General Public License 

(LGPL) 

 Apache License 

More information: 

- https://creativecommons.org 

- http://forschungslizenzen.de (in German) 

- https://opensource.org/licenses 

- https://choosealicense.com 

What you should be aware of: 

1. Check for third party rights 

2. Attribute the author(s) 

3. Choose a license that is least prohibitive to 

allow for widespread use and add the link 

4. Check the version of the license! 

You need support? 

Your contact for license questions: 

Research data management initiative 
researchdata@hu-berlin.de 

Further information: 

https://hu.berlin/dataman 


